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	Districts 16 & 20

part of Southeastern Michigan A.A. Area 33

	District 16 includes Groups from:  Southfield, Oak Park, Ferndale, Berkley, Royal Oak, Clawson, Birmingham, parts of Hazel Park and parts of Madison Heights.  

District 16 meets at 7:00 PM on the 4th Wednesday of every month at Clawson United Methodist Church, 205 Main Street.  One block north of 14 Mile Road.  All are welcome to attend.

	District 20 includes Groups from:  Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, Auburn Hills, Lakeville, parts of Pontiac and parts of Bloomfield Hills.

District 20 meets at 6:45 PM on the 4th Thursday of every month at Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 1892 East Auburn Road.  South side, 1 block east of Dequindre.  All are welcome to attend.

	Editors Note:  Deadline for the May/June Newsletter is April 10th.  Drop off flyers and submittals to:  JIM C.  at the Southfield Group or Serenity At Peace Group A.A. meetings. Or send email to: jimc176@comcast.net or call 248-355-0296






�





Service and Recovery Workshops planned.


March 18, Saturday, 10AM-2PM, General Service Representative (GSR) Workshop, FELLOWSHIP & INFORMATION Lunch is provided by District 17, First United Methodist Church, 24036 Greater Mack (between 9 & 10 mile – Harper & Jefferson). 


April 29, Saturday-  District 16  Workshop – “Basics of Our Home Group”.  Lunch provided, time to be announced.   The Church on Main Street, (First Baptist Church), 309 N. Main Street, (one block n of eleven mile rd), Royal Oak, MI  48067.  





Spotlight On Recovery


Back to Basics Meetings (B2B) - The Southfield Group continues to offer a series of Beginners/Back To Basics meetings. This 4-week program takes the participant through all 12 Steps, provides historical background on the founding of AA, along with a good introduction to the Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous. The program is modeled after the beginner meetings of the 1940's and 50's when A.A. had a recovery rate of about 75%.  B2B runs on the first 4 Tuesday's of each month at 6:30 PM and is held at St. David’s Episcopal Church, 16200 West 12 Mile, Southfield (between Greenfield and Southfield roads).  The B2B program will run in March, April and May and then resume in the fall.





"We found that God does not make too hard terms with those who seek Him. To us, the Realm of Spirit is broad, roomy, all inclusive; never exclusive or forbidding to those who earnestly seek. It is open, we believe, to all." 





Upcoming Events (Continued)





24-Hour A.A. Hotline Numbers:


AA Greater Detroit - 877-337-0611   Ferndale Office, 380 Hilton Road  Ferndale, Michigan 48220  - 248-541-6565


Oakland County Central Office - 248-332-3521      168 University Dr., Pontiac, MI 48342

















Do you have a problem with alcohol?�Do you want help to stop drinking?


"The only requirement for A.A. membership is a desire to stop drinking." �If you do, you are welcome to attend any Open or Closed A.A. meeting.  Call the Hotline numbers for a list of meetings near you. 


�


Need a meeting but no babysitter? Check this out!


Every Tuesday Night - Nothin' But the Book offers free babysitting from 5:45 PM - 7:15 PM. The meeting is held at the Church on Main in Royal Oak (309 N. Main St. - on Main just north of 11 Mile). Children from 6 months to 11 years old are accepted. Babysitting is paid for by the group.


Through Service work we help not only others, but we help ourselves.  At the Group, District and Area levels we can really make a difference…if we pitch in and help out.


District 16 Service Position Vacancies:


Secretary and Public Information Liaison positions are currently open.  





The Internet – Websites and A.A.


Many AA groups in Districts 16 & 20 are operating or considering starting up local group websites to provide Group information.  Following are some of the Frequently Asked Questions(FAQ) that arise and are explored in more detail on the General Services www.AA.Org website.


(continued on back page)


(continued from front page)


FAQ About A.A. Web Sites


1. Q. How do we start to set up a local A.A. Web site?


A. Decisions in the Fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous are usually made through an informed group conscience and the decision to post a web page is no different. Whether area or district, central office or intergroup - A.A. experience suggests forming a committee to discuss all aspects of setting up a web site, including all possible concerns about the Traditions.


2. Q. Who is responsible for a web site?


A. A thoughtful and informed group conscience is encouraged to be responsible for deciding the contents, policy and procedures involved in setting up and maintaining a web site. It has been suggested that a web master (web manager) be appointed or elected to serve as a trusted servant, responsible to the committee or groups served. This can be an arduous task if the web master is responsible for updating local meeting information.


3. Q. How do we select a domain name for our web site?


A. What you choose for your domain name should, again, be determined by the group conscience. To preserve Alcoholics Anonymous' trademarks and service marks, individuals and A.A. groups are asked to avoid using these marks ("A.A."; "Alcoholics Anonymous"; "The Big Book") in their domain names. It has been our experience that many service entities have integrated lower case "aa" into their domain name along with other identifying information (e.g. www.aacentraloffice.org or www.area999aa.org).


4. Q. What A.A. information is suitable for a web site?


A. Again, the group conscience will determine the contents. Copyright restrictions apply to material displayed on the web site - just as copyrights protect A.A. literature. ….. However, web sites created by A.A. areas, districts and central/intergroup offices are permitted to quote a phrase, sentence or brief paragraph excerpted from A.A. literature …  - without a prior, written request to do so. When this occurs, the proper credit line should be included.


5. Q. Who pays for a web site?


A. In keeping with our Seventh Tradition, A.A. pays its own expenses and this applies in cyberspace A.A. as well. Free web hosting sites are available on the Internet, but often require the inclusion of mandatory advertising space or links to commercial sites as consideration for their use. To avoid confusion and to guard against inadvertent association or promotion, care should be taken in selection of the web host site.


* Go to the � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa.org" ��www.aa.org� website for the complete FAQ article before you go online.


Reprinted from � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa.org" ��www.aa.org� article “FAQ About A.A. Web Sites”, 


with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc


Estimates of AA Groups and Membership


There are over 2,076,935  members of AA in over 105,294  groups, as of the last AA survey in January 2004.  Because A.A. has never attempted to keep formal membership lists, it is extremely difficult to obtain completely accurate figures on total membership at any given time. Some local groups are not listed with the U.S./Canada General Service Office. Others do not provide membership data, thus are not recorded on the G.S.O. computer records. 


 © Copyright 2006 Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved - Reprinted with permission


We are Not a Glum Lot.


I try to take one day at a time, but sometimes several days attack me at once.


A guy goes to a friend's funeral and during the service asks the man's aunt, 


"What a shame, how did he die?"


"Cirrhosis," she laments.


"That's terrible, did he ever quit drinking?"


Oh, no," she replied. "It never got that bad." 


My insomnia is so bad, I can't even sleep on the job


* Got a good joke or saying?  Send it in for the next newsletter:  email to :  jumc176@comcast.net


FELLOWSHIP IN A.A. - Upcoming Events�
�
22 Feb, Wednesday,   District 16  Meeting - United Methodist Church, 205 Main St., Clawson, MI - We meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM. Service positions available: Archivist, Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC), Corrections. Contact: DCM Ellen F. district16dcm@aa-semi.org or Alternate DCM Mitch L. district16altdcm@aa-semi.org.�
�
22 Feb, Wednesday,  Area 33 Monthly Archives Meeting.  Held the last Wednesday of the month.  Area 33 office, 24255 West Nine Mile Road, Suite 110, Southfield, MI.  For more info on this or other Archive projects, contact Jim McB 734-846-0489 or Andy C 248-761-3444�
�
23 Feb, Thursday,  District 20 Meeting - Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 1892 E Auburn Road, Rochester Hills, MI (south side of Auburn Road, one block west of Dequindre). We usually meet on the fourth Thursday of every month. For more info, contact Kosta S. at district20dcm@aa-semi.org.�
�
25 Feb, Saturday,  Clawson Group - 13th Anniversary party. Food is provided. Dinner starts at 6:30, open talk starts at 8:00. Clawson United Methodist Church on Main St. north of 14 Mile Rd.) �
�
27 Feb, Monday, Bring Your Sponsor, at Monday Night Afterglow, 8 PM.  An evening all about sponsorship.  Held at:   St. Dennis Catholic Church, 2200 E. 12 Mile Rd., Royal Oak MI 48067 �
�
28 Feb, Tuesday,  Madison Heights Group's 45th Anniversary - 246 East 11 Mile Rd., Madison Heights, Mi.48071 (1 block west of John R.). Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Dinner at 7:00 p.m. Speaker at 8:00 p.m.: Mike C. of the Greater North Woodward Group. Bring a dish. Bring a friend. Everyone is welcome!�
�



2 Mar, Thursday,  CPC Committee Meeting - Area 33 Office, 24225 W. 9 Mile Rd., Suite 110, Southfield, Michigan. 1/2 block west of Telegraph on the south side of 9 Mile. ("General Services of Southeastern Michigan" on the door of Suite 110.) CPC meets on the 1st Thursday of every month at 7:00 PM.�
�
5 Mar, Sunday,  The 2006 East Central Region/Michigan State Convention Meeting. We are meeting one week early because of the March Round-Up this month.�Marriott Hotel, 200 W. Big Beaver Rd, Troy, MI 48084. Service volunteers still needed. We meet on the first Sunday of every month.�
�
7 Mar, Tuesday,  Nothin' But the Book is celebrating its 4th Anniversary at the Church on Main in Royal Oak (309 N. Main St. - on Main just north of 11 Mile). Doors open at 5:30 PM, pot-luck dinner at 6:00 PM and speaker, Sean C., at 6:30 PM. Babysitting will be provided from 5:30-7:45�
�
7 Mar, Tuesday,  "Back to Basics"  A.A. Beginner's Meeting  - hosted by the Southfield Group (Week 1 of 4)St. David's Episcopal Church, 16200 West 12 Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan (north of 12 Mile between Southfield and Greenfield, enter back of building). February 7, 14, 21 and 28. �
�
10 Mar, Fri-Sat-Sun,  March Round-Up 2006: "Sponsorship, Service, Self-Support in a Changing World" - Troy Marriott Hotel, 200 West Big Beaver Road, Troy, Michigan 48084. Alkathons, Dances, Hospitality Suites, Panels, Red Ball, Traditions Skit, and more. REGISTRATION: $10 by Feb. 24, $15.00 after, $5.00 for Alateens (Permission slips are required for Alateens under the age of 18.), $35.00 for Saturday Banquet.  Visit the Area 33 Website for more details:  http://aa-semi.org�
�
14 Mar, Tuesday,  "Back to Basics"  A.A. Beginner's Meeting - hosted by the Southfield Group (Week 2 of 4)St. David's Episcopal Church, 16200 West 12 Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan (north of 12 Mile between Southfield and Greenfield, enter back of building). February 7, 14, 21 and 28. �
�
18-Mar, Saturday, 10AM-2PM, General Service Representative (GSR) Workshop, FELLOWSHIP & INFORMATION Lunch is provided by District 17, First United Methodist Church, 24036 Greater Mack (between 9 & 10 mile – Harper & Jefferson). �
�
19 Mar, Sunday,  Area 33 General Services of Southeast Michigan District Committee Member (DCM) Meeting - 11:00 AM GSR Orientation (each month) - 11:15 AM DCM Reports, Service Committee Reports, General Assembly - 12:00 Noon Colony Hall, 21780 Evergreen, Southfield, MI (east of Evergreen, north of 8 Mile Road).�
�
21 Mar, Tuesday,  "Back to Basics"  A.A. Beginner's Meeting - hosted by the Southfield Group (Week 3 of 4)St. David's Episcopal Church, 16200 West 12 Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan (north of 12 Mile between Southfield and Greenfield, enter back of building). February 7, 14, 21 and 28. �
�
22 Mar, Wednesday,   District 16  Meeting - United Methodist Church, 205 Main St., Clawson, MI - We meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM. Service positions available: Archivist, Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC), Corrections. Contact: DCM Ellen F. district16dcm@aa-semi.org or Alternate DCM Mitch L. district16altdcm@aa-semi.org.�
�
22 Mar, Wednesday,  Area 33 Monthly Archives Meeting.  Held the last Wednesday of the month.  Area 33 office, 24255 West Nine Mile Road, Suite 110, Southfield, MI.  For more info on this or other Archive projects, contact Jim McB 734-846-0489 or Andy C 248-761-3444�
�
22 Mar, Thursday,  District 20 Meeting - Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 1892 E Auburn Road, Rochester Hills, MI (south side of Auburn Road, one block west of Dequindre). We usually meet on the fourth Thursday of every month. For more infor,  contact Kosta S. at district20dcm@aa-semi.org.�
�
25 Mar, Saturday,  Mock Conference 2006 - Tribal Gymnasium, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858-8970. All A.A. members are welcome.�
�
28 Mar, Tuesday,  "Back to Basics"  A.A. Beginner's Meeting - hosted by the Southfield Group (Week 4 of 4)St. David's Episcopal Church, 16200 West 12 Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan (north of 12 Mile between Southfield and Greenfield, enter back of building). February 7, 14, 21 and 28. �
�
4 Apr, Tuesday,  "Back to Basics"  A.A. Beginner's Meeting - hosted by the Southfield Group (Week 1 of 4)St. David's Episcopal Church, 16200 West 12 Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan (north of 12 Mile between Southfield and Greenfield, enter back of building). February 7, 14, 21 and 28. �
�
11 Apr, Tuesday,  "Back to Basics"  A.A. Beginner's Meeting - hosted by the Southfield Group (Week 2 of 4)St. David's Episcopal Church, 16200 West 12 Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan (north of 12 Mile between Southfield and Greenfield, enter back of building). February 7, 14, 21 and 28. �
�
14 Apr, Sunday,  Area 33 General Services of Southeast Michigan Service Committee Chairs Quarterly Meeting - 11:00 AM GSR Orientation (each month) - 11:15 AM DCM Reports, Service Committee Reports, General Assembly - 12:00 Noon Colony Hall, 21780 Evergreen, Southfield, MI (east of Evergreen, north of 8 Mile Road).�
�
18 Apr, Tuesday,  "Back to Basics"  A.A. Beginner's Meeting - hosted by the Southfield Group (Week 3 of 4)St. David's Episcopal Church, 16200 West 12 Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan (north of 12 Mile between Southfield and Greenfield, enter back of building). February 7, 14, 21 and 28. �
�
21-22-23 Apr, Friday Saturday & Sunday,  Big Book Study with Joe & Charlie - Joe McC. from Tulsa, OK and Charlie P. from Maysville, AR will present their Big Book Study, sponsored by District 17 at the Troy Marriot.  Registration $35 - register by March 31st.  Limited seating - contact Denny S (586) 739-9933 or Dan L. (586) 530-2300.�
�
25 Apr, Tuesday,  "Back to Basics"  A.A. Beginner's Meeting - hosted by the Southfield Group (Week 4 of 4)St. David's Episcopal Church, 16200 West 12 Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan (north of 12 Mile between Southfield and Greenfield, enter back of building). February 7, 14, 21 and 28. �
�
26 Apr, Wednesday,   District 16  Meeting - United Methodist Church, 205 Main St., Clawson, MI - We meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM. Service positions available: Archivist, Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC), Corrections. Contact: DCM Ellen F. district16dcm@aa-semi.org or Alternate DCM Mitch L. district16altdcm@aa-semi.org.�
�
26 Apr, Wednesday,  Area 33 Monthly Archives Meeting.  Held the last Wednesday of the month.  Area 33 office, 24255 West Nine Mile Road, Suite 110, Southfield, MI.  For more info on this or other Archive projects, contact Jim McB 734-846-0489 or Andy C 248-761-3444�
�
27 Apr, Thursday,  District 20 Meeting - Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 1892 E Auburn Road, Rochester Hills, MI (south side of Auburn Road, one block west of Dequindre). We usually meet on the fourth Thursday of every month. For more info,  contact Kosta S. at district20dcm@aa-semi.org.�
�
29-Apr, Saturday, Basics of Our Home Group, District 16 workshop, The Church on Main Street, (First Baptist Church), 309 N. Main Street, (one block n of eleven mile rd), Royal Oak, MI  48067, Time: To be announced. Lunch Provided.�
�
19 May, Friday,  Honest Desire Group - 5th Anniversary party.  Speaker Chris R from Texas - Primary Purpose.  Bring a dish to pass.  Lot's of fun and sobriety�
�
21-22-23 Jul, Fri-Sat-Sun,  26th Michigan AA Women's Conference Valley Plaza Resort, Midland, Michigan. For more information, go to maawc.interwham.com�
�
11-12-13 Aug, Fri-Sat-Sun,   26th East Central Regional Convention & 54th Michigan State Convention "The Sunlight of the Spirit" hosted by Area 33 - Troy Marriott Hotel, 200 W. Big Beaver Road, Troy, MI 48084. A.A., Al-Anon, and Alateen speakers. Panel Discussions, Traditions Skit, flag ceremony, alkathons, banquet, dance, committee display tables, Big Book Jail Sale, hospitality rooms. Spanish programs - translation equipment will be available. Reg by July 28, 2006�
�






�History of the AA Grapevine


The Grapevine was created by six AA members in the New York area — four women and two men. With the blessings of AA's co-founder Bill W., they published the first issue in June 1944, just nine years after the founding of AA. A copy of that first issue was sent to every AA group — about 300 at the time — and to all known AA members in the armed services overseas. An entire page with the heading, "Mail Call for All AAs in the Armed Forces," was devoted to letters from these members, who began calling the Grapevine their "meeting in print." The title stuck, and today the Grapevine and La Viña carry it on their covers.


At the heart of the early Grapevines, then as now, were first-person stories. There were also news and notes on current happenings at the Central Office, plus reports of the explosion of new groups in North America and around the world. In addition to AA news, there were book reviews and magazine reprints and pieces written by nonAAs, including some well-known literary figures. Discussed were such burning topics of the day as the place of women in AA, returning veterans, and cross-addiction.


By the fourth issue, the magazine began printing this description of itself under the masthead:


    A monthly Journal devoted to those seeking further knowledge on the problem of alcoholism, in the hope that it may prove a unifying bond to all alcoholics everywhere. Individual opinions expressed here are not, necessarily, those of AA as a whole. 


The Grapevine was in fact appealing to "alcoholics everywhere" and in 1945, at the request of the groups, it became the national journal of Alcoholics Anonymous. Four years later, when the Grapevine's readership had expanded to include members in Canada and Europe, the designation was changed to the international journal of Alcoholics Anonymous.


Later issues of the Grapevine reported on important developments in the growth of the Fellowship, worldwide, such as the birth of the General Service Structure, World Service Meetings, and the publication of the Third and Fourth editions of the Big Book. The history of the Grapevine is the history of the growth of Alcoholics Anonymous. In 1986, the General Service Conference reaffirmed the magazine's place in AA with an advisory action that recognized it as the international journal of Alcoholics Anonymous.


Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. (February, 2006).  Reprinted with permission.


The Grapevine, P.O. Box 1980, Grand Central Station, New York, N.Y. 10163-1980 


(800) 631-6025





Take the first step in faith.  You don't have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step.





Area 33 of Alcoholics Anonymous Serves Southeastern Michigan.


Website:  www.aa-semi.org





�
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